Understanding Theology in 15 Minutes A Day for 40 Days
Study Questions - Day 9
What Does It Mean That God Is a Trinity?

One of the many realities that makes Christianity unique is the doctrine of the Trinity, which Christians have maintained since the first century, long before it was stated in creedal form in the fourth century. The earliest believers certainly did not understand it based on a significant depth of reflection—that took a while—and though it is not succinctly stated in any one verse, it is the clear and unavoidable implication of many biblical texts.

1. Simply stated, what is the Doctrine of the Trinity? (pg 1 tp) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. If the doctrine were affirming that God is one and three in the same way at the same time, what would that be?   (pg 1 tp) ________________________________________________________________________

3. However, what is the correct affirmation? (pg 1 tp) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. The writer says that the Trinity is absolutely integral to the Christian faith, but it does involve mystery. Why should this not overly concern us? (pg 1 md) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Scripture Teaches the Trinity

5. In our text we read: “Both Testaments are clear: There is one true God. Judaism is renowned for being strictly monotheistic;”  Cite the O.T. reference and then write out the verse that declares that truth. (pg 1 bt) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Cite the O.T. reference and then write out the verse that declares that truth. (pg 1 bt) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Write out 1 Corinthians 8:4-6 and circle the number of times Paul use the word “one”. (pg 1 bt) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Regarding the three-ness of God, the Old Testament is less clear but includes strong hints. Write out the following verses that imply the trinity by using words like ‘us’ and ‘our.’ Circle the words as they appear in the text. (pg 2 tp)

Genesis 1:26 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Genesis 3:22 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Isaiah 6:8 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. In our text the writer states: “The divine three-ness is revealed more clearly in the New Testament. There are texts that affirm Jesus as God and the Spirit as God, with the Father.”  Cite two of the 3 N.T. references that mention all three persons together and write out the your verses. (pg 2 tp)  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10.  Cite two events, with scripture reference, when all three persons of the trinity are present or involved. (pg 2 md)  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Errors Regarding the Trinity

11.  Define the erroneous teaching of “tri-theism.” (pg 2 bt)  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

True or False: “The biblical doctrine of the Trinity is that there is only one true God, not three.” (pg 2 bt)  

12.  Define “modalism” and why it is a mistaken attempt to explain the trinity (pg 2 bt)  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

13.  What is “Arianism” and when was it declared as heresy?”  (pg 3 tp) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Orthodox Statement of the Doctrine of the Trinity

14.   Due to misunderstandings such as these, in the fourth century 325 AD, the early church developed what is known as the Nicene Creed. Explain how the Nicene Creed refuted “Modalism” and “Arianism.” ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

15.  The Trinitarian nature of God is vitally important and should have significant impact on our lives. Name and briefly define and explain, the 4 things at stake, regarding the Trinity as the author suggests. (pg 3-4)

A. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

B. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

C. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

D. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The doctrine of the Trinity is a precious truth that should continually draw us back to contemplation of our amazing God. And it is a practical truth that should profoundly affect how we live as Christians.
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