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What Is Original Sin?

1. To what does the term, “original sin”, refer? 
The term basically refers to all people being born with a sin nature; each one of us is born a sinner.

2. The author says, “We are not sinners because we sin; rather, we sin because we are (born) sinners.” Explain our behavior in light of that truth. 
The nature precedes the behavior; the acts flow from the condition.

3. What is another term for ‘original sin’ and what is the relationship between the two? 
It is called “original sin” because it traces back to the original sin of Adam. His sinful nature was passed on to his children and their children and therefore to all of humanity—as such, this is sometimes called “inherited sin.”.

4. Cite and write out the two verses in the book of Psalm that confirms man’s inherited sin. Psalm 51:5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity,
And in sin my mother conceived me. Psalm 58:3 The wicked are estranged from the womb; They go astray as soon as they are born, speaking lies.

5. Give a brief exegesis of Ephesians 2:3: If possible, refer to a commentary. Eph. 2:2-3 … in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others. 

Believers Bible Commentary—Ephesians 2:2-3
2:2 The Ephesians had been depraved as well as dead. They walked according to the course of this world. They conformed to the spirit of this age. They indulged in the sins of the times. The world has a mold into which it pours its devotees. It is a mold of deceit, immorality, ungodliness, selfishness, violence, and rebellion. In a word, it is a mold of depravity. That is what the Ephesians had been like.

Not only so, their behavior was diabolical. They followed the example of the devil, the prince of the power of the air. They were led around by the chief ruler of evil spirits, whose realm is the atmosphere. They were willingly obedient to the god of this age. This explains why the unconverted often stoop to vile forms of behavior lower than that of animals.

Finally, they were disobedient, walking according to the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience. All unsaved people are sons of disobedience in the sense that they are characterized by disobedience to God. They are energized by Satan and are therefore disposed to defy, dishonor, and disobey the Lord.

2:3 Paul’s switch of the personal pronoun from you to we indicates he is now speaking primarily of Jewish believers (although what he says is also true of everyone before conversion). Three words describe their status: carnal, corrupt, and condemned.

Among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh. It was among the sons of disobedience that Paul and his fellow Christians also walked prior to their new birth. Their life was carnal, concerned only with the gratification of fleshly desires and appetites. Paul himself had lived an outwardly moral life on the whole, but now he realized how self-centered it was. And what he was in himself was a lot worse than anything he had ever done.

The unconverted Jews were also corrupt, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind. This indicates an abandonment to every natural desire. Desires of the flesh and of the mind may range all the way from legitimate appetites to various forms of immorality and perversion; here the emphasis is probably on the grosser sins. And notice, Paul refers to sins of thought as well as to sinful acts.

F. B. Meyer warns:
It is as ruinous to indulge the desires of the mind as those of the flesh. By the marvelous gift of imagination we may indulge unholy fancies, and throw the reins on the neck of the steeds of passion—always stopping short of the act. No human eye follows the soul when it goes forth to dance with satyrs or to thread the labyrinthine maze of the islands of desire. It goes and returns unsuspected by the nearest. Its credit for snow-white purity is not forfeited. It is still permitted to watch among the virgins for the Bridegroom’s advent. But if this practice is unjudged and unconfessed, it marks the offender a son of disobedience and a child of wrath.10

This is Paul’s final description of the unsaved Jews: they were by nature children of wrath, just as the others. This means they had a natural predisposition to anger, malice, bitterness, and hot temper. They shared this with the rest of mankind. Of course, it is also true that they are under the wrath of God. They are appointed to death and judgment. Notice that man’s three enemies are mentioned in verses 2 and 3: the world (v. 2), the devil (v. 2), and the flesh (v. 3).

6. In Romans 5:12, Paul said:” “Sin entered the world through one man [Adam]…” Since Eve sinned first, why does Paul say sin entered the world, (human race), through Adam? (Do a little digging in a commentary or two—this answer is not in your lesson.) 
Expositors Bible Commentary—Romans 5:12
12 The one man through whom sin entered the world is not immediately named (see v.14). The same procedure of talking about a man before he is named is followed with Christ (v.15). Except for two nontheological references (Lk 3:38; Jude 14), every mention of Adam in the NT comes from the pen of Paul. In 1Tim. 2:14 he, (Paul), makes the point that Adam, unlike Eve, was not deceived, but sinned deliberately. 

I Timothy 2:8-15: I desire therefore that the men pray everywhere, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting; 9 in like manner also, that the women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with propriety and [e]moderation, not with braided hair or gold or pearls or costly clothing, 10 but, which is proper for women professing godliness, with good works. 11 Let a woman learn in silence with all submission. 12 And I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man, but to be in silence. 13 For Adam was formed first, then Eve. 14 And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived, fell  into transgression.
 15 Nevertheless she will be saved in childbearing if they continue in faith, love, and holiness, with self-control.

Back to Expositors Bible Commentary Romans 5:12
In 1Co 15:17, 56, as here in Romans, Paul institutes a comparison between the first and the last Adam, but confines his treatment to the issue of death and resurrection, whereas here both sin and death are named immediately and are woven into the texture of the argument throughout. In that earlier letter Paul made the significant statement, "For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive" (1Co 15:22), in line with Ro 5:12. In the only previous mention of death in Romans (1:32) exclusive of the death of Christ (5:10), Paul referred to the inevitable connection between sin and death. Here in v.12 he pictures sin and death as entering the world through one man, with the result that death permeated the whole of humankind. It was the opening in the dike that led to the inundation, the poison that entered at one point and penetrated every unit of a person's corporate life.

If Paul had stopped with the observation that death came to all human beings because all have sinned, we would be left with the impression that all sinned and deserved death because they followed the example of Adam. But subsequent statements in the passage make it abundantly clear that the connection between Adam's sin and death and what has befallen the human race is far closer than that. 

Paul can say that the many died because of "the trespass of the one man" (v.15). Clearly the gist of his teaching is that just as humankind has become involved in sin and death through Adam, it has the remedy of righteousness and life only in another man, in Jesus Christ.

What, then, is the precise relation of Adam in his fall to those who come after him? Paul does not comment on that issue in this verse, though he later states that all sinned in the first man (v.19). Why does he not say so here? Was it his sudden breaking off to follow another line of thought in vv.13-14 that prevented the full statement? Or was it his reluctance to gloss over human responsibility, which he had already established in terms of universal sin and guilt (3:23)? 

Experience demonstrates that despite the inheritance of a sinful nature from Adam, people are convicted of guilt for the sins resulting from it that they commit themselves. Conscience is a factor in human life, and the Holy Spirit does convict of sin (Jn 16:8). Perhaps, then, as some hold, while the emphasis on original sin is primary in the light of the passage as a whole, there is a hint that personal choice and sin are not entirely excluded (cf. "many trespasses" in v.16).

That we could have sinned in Adam may seem strange and unnatural to the Western mind. Nevertheless, it is congenial to biblical teaching on the solidarity of humankind. When Adam sinned, the human race sinned because it was in him. To put it boldy, Adam was the race. What he did, his descendants, who were still in him, did also. This principle is also utilized in Heb 7:9-10: "One might even say that Levi, who collects the tenth, paid the tenth through Abraham, because when Melchizedek met Abraham, Levi was still in the body of his ancestor."

If one is still troubled by the seeming injustice of being born with a sinful nature because of what the father of the human race did and of being held accountable for sins resulting from that disability, one should weigh carefully the significance of the reconciliation statement of Paul: "that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them" (2Co 5:19). The sins committed, that owe their original impetus to the sin of the first man, are not reckoned against those who have committed them if they put their trust in Christ crucified and risen. God takes their sins and gives them his righteousness. Would we not agree that this is more than a fair exchange?

Believers Bible Commentary 1 Timothy 2:13-14 
2:13 To prove his point, Paul first of all goes to the creation of Adam and Eve. Adam was formed first, then Eve. The very order of the creation was significant. By creating man first, God intended him to be the head, the one who would exercise direction, the one who would have authority. The fact that woman was created second means that she should be in submission to her husband. By basing his argument on the order of creation, Paul rules out any thought that this is a matter of local culture.

2:14 The second proof refers to the entrance of sin into the human race. Instead of approaching Adam directly, the serpent went to Eve with his temptations and lies. According to God’s intention, Eve should not have acted independently. She should have gone to Adam and put the matter before him. Instead of that, she allowed herself to be deceived by Satan and fell into transgression.

In this connection, it is noteworthy that false teachers today usually visit homes when the wife is most apt to be there alone, that is, when the husband will most probably be away at work.

Adam was not deceived. It appears that he sinned with his eyes open. There are those who suggest that when he saw that his wife had already fallen into sin, he wanted to maintain his unity with her, and so he himself plunged into sin. But the Scriptures do not state this. They merely state that the woman was deceived, but that Adam was not.

John MacArthur Study Bible NKJV 1 Timothy 2:13, 14
 A woman’s subordinate role did not result after the Fall as a cultural, chauvinistic corruption of God’s perfect design; rather, God established her role as part of His original creation (v. 13). God made woman after man to be his suitable helper (see note on Gen. 2:18; cf. 1 Cor. 11:8, 9). The Fall actually corroborates God’s divine plan of creation (see notes on Gen. 3:1–7). By nature Eve was not suited to assume the position of ultimate responsibility. By leaving Adam’s protection and usurping his headship, she was vulnerable and fell, thus confirming how important it was for her to stay under the protection and leadership of her husband (see notes on 5:11, 12; 2 Tim. 3:6, 7). Adam then violated his leadership role, followed Eve in her sin, and plunged the human race into sinfulness—all connected with violating God’s planned roles for the sexes. Ultimately, the responsibility for the Fall still rests with Adam, since he chose to disobey God apart from being deceived (Rom. 5:12–21; 1 Cor. 15:21, 22).

Through The Bible Commentary 1Timothy2:13-14
It was the sin of Eve that brought sin into the world. Now every time a woman bears a child, she brings a sinner into the world—that is all she can bring into the world. But Mary brought the Lord Jesus, the Savior into the world. So how are women saved? By childbearing—because Mary brought the Savior into the world. Don’t ever say that woman brought sin into the world, unless you are prepared to add that woman also brought the Savior into the world. My friend, no man provided a Savior: a woman did. However, each individual woman is saved by faith, the same as each man is saved by faith. She is to grow in love and holiness just as a man is.

7. In 1 Corinthians 15:45, The Apostle Paul contrasts the first Adam and the last Adam.  “And so it is written, “The first man Adam became a living being.” The last Adam became a life-giving spirit.” Why is Jesus referred to as the ‘last Adam?’ Consult a commentary and add more contrast to that truth.” (consult also Romans 5:18-19 in your answer) 

Romans 5:18-19
Therefore, as through one man’s offense judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so through one Man’s righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life. 19 For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so also by one Man’s obedience many will be made righteous.

Matthew Henry’s Commentary 1 Corinthians 15:45 
The first Adam was made a living soul, such a being as ourselves, and with a power of propagating such beings as himself, and conveying to them a nature and animal body like his own, but none other, nor better. The second Adam is a quickening Spirit; he is the resurrection and the life, John 11:25. He hath life in himself, and quickeneth whom he will, John 5:20, 21. The first man was of the earth, made out of the earth, and was earthy; his body was fitted to the region of his abode: but the second Adam is the Lord from heaven; he who came down from heaven, and giveth life to the world (John 6:33); he who came down from heaven and was in heaven at the same time (John 3:13); the Lord of heaven and earth. If the first Adam could communicate to us natural and animal bodies, cannot the second Adam make our bodies spiritual ones? If the deputed lord of this lower creation could do the one, cannot the Lord from heaven, the Lord of heaven and earth, do the other? (3.) We must first have natural bodies from the first Adam before we can have spiritual bodies from the second (1 Cor. 15:49); we must bear the image of the earthy before we can bear the image of the heavenly. Such is the established order of Providence. We must have weak, frail, mortal bodies by descent from the first Adam, before we can have lively, spiritual, and immortal ones by the quickening power of the second. We must die before we can live to die no more. (4.) Yet if we are Christ’s, true believers in him (for this whole discourse relates to the resurrection of the saints), it is as certain that we shall have spiritual bodies as it is now that we have natural or animal ones. By these we are as the first Adam, earthy, we bear his image; by those we shall be as the second Adam, have bodies like his own, heavenly, and so bear him image. And we are as certainly intended to bear the one as we have borne the other. As surely therefore as we have had natural bodies, we shall have spiritual ones. The dead in Christ shall not only rise, but shall rise thus gloriously changed.

The author raises several questions our lesson: 
Paul is saying that when Adam sinned, it’s as if we all sinned; and 
1. Just as Adam is guilty for that sin, so we all are guilty—for that sin. But how can that be? 
2. We are living thousands of years after the original sin, so how could God consider us guilty for that? 
3. Furthermore, how could this result in our being in a sinful condition from the first moment of our lives? 
These are tough questions without easy answers. Let’s delve into the next section and try to answer.

Believers Bible Commentary 1 Corinthians 15:45 
Here again the first man Adam is contrasted with the Lord Jesus Christ. God breathed into Adam’s nostrils the breath of life and he became a living being (Gen. 2:7). All who are descended from him bear his characteristics. The last Adam, the Savior, became a life-giving spirit (John 5:21, 26). The difference is that in the first case, Adam was given physical life, whereas in the second case Christ gives eternal life to others. Erdman explains:

As the descendants of Adam, we are made like him, living souls inhabiting mortal bodies, and bearing the image of an earthly parent. But as the followers of Christ, we are yet to be clothed with immortal bodies and to bear the image of our heavenly Lord.53


Two Views on Original Sin

8. Explain the ‘Federal Head’ view of original sin. Give an example. 

Adam represented the rest of humanity in his life and specifically in his sin. This is called the federal head view of original sin. The U.S. has a federal government; for its legislative branch, we the people elect representatives to Congress. Their vote for or against a law is their vote, but it affects us as their constituents. In the same way, Adam is humanity’s federal head. It was his act of sin, but as he is our representative, it affects us all.

9. Explain the ‘natural’ or ‘realistic’ view of original sin. 
As God reckons things, when Adam sinned, all the rest of humanity was right there sinning along with him. So it is not only that his sin affects us because he represents us, but that his sin was our sin as well. This is called the natural or realistic view of original sin.

10. How does Hebrews 7:1-10 provide a biblical basis for the naturalistic/realistic view? 

Hebrews 7:1-10
For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, who met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, 2 to whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all, first being translated “king of righteousness,” and then also king of Salem, meaning “king of peace,” 3 without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but made like the Son of God, remains a priest continually.
4 Now consider how great this man was, to whom even the patriarch Abraham gave a tenth of the [a]spoils. 5 And indeed those who are of the sons of Levi, who receive the priesthood, have a commandment to receive tithes from the people according to the law, that is, from their brethren, though they have come from the loins of Abraham; 6 but he whose genealogy is not derived from them received tithes from Abraham and blessed him who had the promises. 7 Now beyond all contradiction the lesser is blessed by the better. 8 Here mortal men receive tithes, but there he receives them, of whom it is witnessed that he lives. 9 Even Levi, who receives tithes, paid tithes through Abraham, so to speak, 10 for he was still in the loins of his father when Melchizedek met him.

From Our Author’s Text:
A fascinating passage that provides a biblical basis for this view is Hebrews 7:1–10, where the author reflects back on Abraham’s encounter with Melchizedek (see Genesis 14). He concludes with “One might even say that Levi, who collects the tenth, paid the tenth through Abraham, because when Melchizedek met Abraham, Levi was still in the body of his ancestor” (vv. 9–10). Levi was three generations down the road from Abraham—many years from being born—yet it was just as if Levi himself had given this tithe, even though Abraham actually did. Why? Because “he was still in the body of his ancestor” just as we were “in the body of our ancestor, Adam,” when he sinned. No matter how we understand it, it seems clear that from God’s perspective, as a result of the first sin, every individual is born sinful and thus guilty.

11. Augustine, one of the earliest Christian thinkers to develop the doctrine of original sin, adopted the natural/realistic view. Sum up his view and why it became a tenet of Calvinism. 
[bookmark: _Hlk97707656]Augustine was one of the earliest Christian thinkers to develop the doctrine of original sin. The view just described is essentially what he believed and taught. Thus his view was that all people are totally unable to help themselves and so are totally dependent upon the grace of God. This has come to be a tenet of Calvinism, but it is a hard position to embrace.

Pastor Jimmy’s notes:
Remember the I in the T.U.L.I.P. of Calvanism: Iressitable Grace
The fourth Biblical truth in the five points of Calvinism teaches that God's grace to save a person cannot be resisted. Grace is God's free and unmerited power to save a person from his sins which would otherwise lead us to hell. Grace brings him to heaven who naturally would end in eternal hell. This would lead us to believe in predestination, i.e., some appointed to heaven and some appointed to hell. We should reject that on the basis of John 3:16 among many other scripture references.

Another View (or Two or Three) on Original Sin

12.  Who was Pelagius and explain his view on original sin? 
Pelagius, a contemporary of Augustine, became convinced of just the opposite: Adam’s sin did not affect the rest of us in any way. Rather, Pelagianism says we are sinners because we sin. Furthermore, Pelagius believed that because God commanded all people to be holy just as he is holy (Leviticus 11:44–45; 19:2; 20:7; 1 Peter 1:15–16), it must be possible. God wouldn’t command us to do something we could not do. It is hypothetically possible, according to Pelagius, for a person to live a perfect and sin-free life.

13. How did Semi-Pelagianism come about? Define the meaning of Semi-
Pelagianism. 
Pelagius and Augustine battled it out through their writings, and Augustine “won” when the Council of Carthage condemned as heresy the teachings of Pelagius in AD 418. However, Augustine’s view was still a bit too extreme for some, so a mediating position arose. Semi-Pelagianism denies that we are totally unable to do anything about our own sinful condition, but still, we are in pretty bad shape and need a lot of help from God. If we initiate and reach out to God, he will respond. This cooperative view of salvation—the individual participates, God participates; together, salvation results—is the historic view of the Roman Catholic Church.

14. Explain the Semi-Augustinianism view of original sin, (which is
 	basically the Arminian view). 
[bookmark: _Hlk97708370]As the debate continued, yet another mediating view arose. Like semi-Pelagianism, semi-Augustinianism holds that we are not totally powerless; however, we are unable to reach out to God for help, so God must take the initiative. When he provides the help we need, then we can and must respond. This is basically the Arminian view.


15. Though we may resist, why is it important that we understand the
depth of our sinfulness and the devastating effects it had and has on all of us? 
As hard as it may be to understand and accept, the Bible does not paint an encouraging picture of our sinful condition and our ability to do anything about it. Sin has had devastating effects on all of us. As much as we might resist acknowledging this about ourselves, it is absolutely necessary that we do; it is the only way we can be saved. We must depend upon the grace of God alone through the work of Christ alone.

16. True of False: “To be consistent, if we reject universal human guilt
coming from what Adam did, we must also reject the availability of righteousness being fully granted to us from what Christ did. We can’t reject the first and accept the second; both are based on the same principle.” TRUE

Pastor’s Note: I believe this is one major factor as to why so many people reject salvation by faith alone in Christ alone. They cannot, (often will not), acknowledge the depth of their sin and how that affects our relationship with God. No one wants to see themselves as depraved sinners, especially as man considers himself to be the object of worship today, (humanism). Man is largely thought to be the solution to all of life’s woes. Thus, to think that we cannot bring about our own salvation is foolishness according to humanists. Worse, many become atheists over this matter of sin and refuse to acknowledge the Bible, God, Judgment, Heaven or Hell in any meaningful capacity. Tragically, anyone can embrace humanism while denying it but living it in principle. The first step to salvation must include a thorough heartbreaking knowledge and understanding of the impact of sin on your life. We cannot make the mistake of comparing ourselves to other “worse” sinners. Our standard of measurement has always been and will always be, Holy God. The penalty for sin, my sin, your sin, had to be paid if we are to be reconciled to Him. Jesus did that on our behalf at the cross. Though our salvation is free, may we never forget that it came at a great cost to God the father and His Son Jesus Christ. Because of the disease of sin we are infected with, and no hope of any human remedy, Jesus, God’s only Son, willingly gave his life in my place and yours to eradicate the disease in each of us. No greater love has ever been demonstrated for us than the love Jesus demonstrated at the cross. Thank God that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
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