Dear HLBC Family,

As Father’s Day approaches this year, it reminds me again of how vitally important Dad’s are to our families, communities and to the moral health of our great nation. Yet, the family unit is under attack in America as never before. We are facing other significant moral issues as well. The messaging we’re receiving from Hollywood, the liberal media, along with a dramatic cultural shift, no longer reflects the values of our founding fathers. To say the least, America is a dysfunctional mess. We have morphed into a nation as wicked as (if not more wicked than) Sodom and Gomorrah.

In Edward Gibbon’s final volume of "The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire," three of the five major causes he identifies behind the fall of one of history’s greatest empires, that today’s America currently identifies with are: the breakdown of the family, an insatiable craving for sexual pleasure, (homosexuality), and the decay of religion.

The traditional heterosexual definition of marriage and family is mocked, ridiculed, and confirmed to be abnormal by the courts of our land. Government legislation and polices now normalize abhorrent moral behavior. In fact, morality has been redefined to justify self-indulgent, hedonistic behaviors and lifestyles. We see that especially evidenced in homosexual relationships and marriages, but also in heterosexual couples living together outside of marriage. 

Our religious liberties are slowly being stripped away. Drug overdose is now the leading cause of death among Americans under 50 years old.  Over 60 million babies have been murdered in their mother’s womb since abortion was “legalized” in 1973. Violent crime across America is growing at alarming rates. Gay and Socialist men and women are now being elected to Congress. Just a few years ago, none of us would have believed any of this could ever happen. Yet here we are. As we continue to reject God and push him out of our country, we are swinging our doors wide open and welcoming corruption, hatred, and violence with open arms. 

All of that, however, should not surprise us. God has largely been removed and is no longer welcome in America’s public square. God and prayer are no longer a part of our school systems. Church attendance has reached an all-time low. A watered-down gospel is being offered as apostate churches pop up, catering to worldly appetites. And with the deterioration of the traditional family, dads are missing in action..

According to study after study, it’s demonstrated that fathers play an important and irreplaceable role in healthy child development. Christian fathers can make a decisive difference in their children’s future and worldview. Allow me to take a moment to encourage Christian dads.

Not every dad will agree on what belongs in that No. 1 spot for parenting, but I’m convinced that one goal should be near the top of every father’s list: modeling God’s character. Many of our children’s ideas about God will be based on their relationships with us. If children grow up with an earthly father who is absent or emotionally distant, it will be much more difficult for them to view God as an actively involved heavenly Father.
If a dad is overly harsh and rigid, his children will likely see God as a judge who is quick to punish their sins. On the other hand, if a dad is engaged and loving, his children will more readily put their faith in a God who cares for them.

Whether we like it or not, our fathering will create impressions about God for our children, and it’s up to us to make the most of our opportunities. We have great potential here. We can model qualities that will allow our children to have a more accurate picture of God’s character.

At first look, this task seems impossible. After all, none of us come close to matching God’s perfection. And though we can never be perfect we can make God vivid to our children by the way we treat them.

And how can we show our kids what God is like? By modeling for them some of the attributes of God:

· He is love.
· He is just.
· He is merciful.
· He is slow to anger.
· He is available.
· He protects and provides.

Does that sound like the kind of father you want to be? No doubt, that’s the kind of father your kids need. Make every effort to reflect the character of God in your life—which means you should get to know Him. Then you’ll be able to give your children a glimpse of who God is as their heavenly Father. 

I pray you have a blessed Father’s Day. I’ll see you Sunday with a smile on my face a bible in my hand and a tithe in my pocket.

Until all the Nets are Full,
Pastor Jimmy.
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