Dear HLBC Family, 

I am excited about something, and I want to tell you so you can get excited with me. This Friday night August 19th, at 6:00 PM in our HLBC Fellowship Hall, the Lamplighters Sunday School class will be showing the movie, “Before the Wrath.”

We now have an awesome 85-inch 4K-UHD television on the wall with stereo surround-sound. One of the goals of getting the TV up was to have regular “movie nights” for our HLBC family and the community around us as well as for training purposes. 

Now let me tell you why we all ought to be excited. As most of you probably know, I have been a student of prophecy and eschatology, (which is the ordering by God of end-times events), since early in my ministry. In my 17 years with you, I have preached through the book of Revelation twice, and taught numerous studies centered around end-times. Prophecy is one of the most convincing internal evidences that the Bible is the inerrant, infallible Word of the only true living God. No other world religions or cults, (and by the way, Christianity is not a religion, it’s a Relationship), have prophecy within their framework and so-called ‘holy books.’ That’s because no one knows the future except the One who holds the future in His hands.

And listen—God does not hide the future events from us as though we are on a need-to-know basis; not at all; not even close to the truth! The Holy Spirit of God, who is the ultimate author of the scriptures, has given us God’s plan for our future plainly, clearly and precisely in His word. Just a little study will reap great rewards as we gain insight and understanding of the ordering of end-time prophecies.

May I tell you with much enthusiasm and absolute confidence in His Word, the Bible, the next event on God’s prophetic timetable is the Rapture of the Church. Though no one knows the exact date of Jesus Christ’s return, in the Bible the Lord has given us “signs” that can help us to know the “season of time” of His coming.

Remember, the Second Coming of Jesus unfolds in two parts. First, the rapture of His church as the Apostle Paul describes to the churches in Thessalonica and Corinth.

1 Corinthians 15:51-53
51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed—
52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.
53 For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality.

1 Thessalonian 4:16-18
16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.
17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.
18 Therefore encourage one another with these words.

The second part of His coming will be 7 years after the Rapture and Great Tribulation occurs on earth. At that time Jesus will make His bodily return to set up a 1000 year reign in which He will rule the earth from David’s throne in Jerusalem

Without a doubt, as we look at the signs of the times Jesus spoke of in His Olivet Discourse in Mathew chapter 24, when he was answering the disciples’ questions about when He would return, we are already seeing the “pre-cursors” to His coming that He shared with those men and us.

The movie, “Before The Wrath,” is centered around a Jewish wedding, more precisely a Galilean wedding. And the Galilean wedding was a perfect picture of the coming rapture of the church. It really is fascinating to say the least. You will learn the why of the rapture, it’s truth and importance. As the Bride of Christ, every Christian should see this movie.

Ok, enough hype, I just want to encourage you to come Friday night at 6PM to learn about the rapture. There is no cost and I understand popcorn and drinks will be served as well at no cost. You certainly may bring your children. However, the younger ones may not understand enough yet for it to be entertaining to them. We do plan to have movies for children’s night in the near future as well.  

Please invite a neighbor, family and friends to come with you, Christians and Non-Christians. This would be a great way to get a gospel conversation started.

Remember, this Movie-Ministry is another means of getting the lost to Jesus! Let’s avail ourselves to it.

Until All the Nets Are Full,
Pastor Jimmy
2

