Day 33 of 40 Days of Theology
What Is the Church?

1. In your own words define “the church.”


2. Do you think Baptists lean more toward an individualistic relationship with Jesus or a corporate one? Why?


3. If the Greek word for church (ekklesia) is literally defined as “called out,” how does this apply to the church?


4. For the secular world, “church” is the place where Christians meet and even some Christians define it this way. But how do you define the local church?



5. Another concept of the church is with a capital “C,” the universal Church. Read Romans 11 and the “Olive Tree of Faith.” How do you fit into the continuity of the faith from the Old Testament Jews to Jesus to Apostles to the Church down through the ages to now?


6. Among the several images of the church found in the New Testament (body, flock, building, priesthood, bride, etc.) which is your favorite and why?


7. Do you agree with the author of our study that Pentecost was the birth of the church? Why/why not?



8. The body of Christ is said to have unity, diversity, and interdependence like a cable that holds up a suspension bridge. Why is that so?


9. How does Jesus as the Good Shepherd continue to care for His flock, the church?


10. Looking at Paul’s metaphors for the church, explain the origin of Christians calling each other Brother Sam, Brother John, Sister Lou, Sister Karen?


11. On page 3 of our study guide, the author describes us, the church, as being in the engagement period of a relationship with Jesus. Do you agree or disagree? Why?



