Forty Days of Theology: Day 34:
How Is the Local Church to Be Governed?

1. Regardless of the style of church government found in a local church, who is the leader of any church?


2. Describe the episcopal style of church government. What are the advantages and disadvantages of this style?



3. Describe the congregational style of church government. What are the advantages and disadvantages of this style?



4. Describe the presbyterian style of church government. What are the advantages and disadvantages of this style?



5. How would you interpret the concept of priesthood of believers?



6. There are two views of the meaning of the words: bishop, elder, shepherd, overseer, and pastor. These either refer to several positions of leadership or to one position of leadership. Which do you hold and why?



7. What is a deacon and what is the primary function of a deacon?



8. Regarding the role of women in the church, do you lean toward being a complementarian or an egalitarian? Why?



9. What is the current trend in the Southern Baptist Convention regarding church leadership?



10. Why does the Bible emphasize character over skills in church leadership? Why don’t we apply the same emphasis on character to secular leadership?
