Forty Days of Theology:
Revisiting Day 4: What Are the Implication of the Bible Being the Word of God? 

1. What is the Bible? (If you answer, “The Word of God,” then define that term.)


2. Which is true?
            a. The Bible contains the Word of God.
            b. The Bible is the Word of God.
            c. The Bible both contains the Word of God and is the Word of God.
            d. None of the above is true.
            

3. The Word of God is used in several ways. Define the following ways it is used.

            a. Written Word—you can skip this definition since we’ve addressed this already.


            b. Living Word.


            c. Spoken Word.


4. Explain this statement: If the Bible is true, it is also trustworthy.



      5.   The author of the study states that the “Bible is a unity.” What does he mean by that? 



      6.    Define infallibility.



      7.    Define inerrancy.



[bookmark: _Int_rrdATl3r]      8.    Read the various confessions of faith on the next page and decide whether or not you
             agree with them. (Note: the Philadelphia Confession, the Charleston Confession and the
             New Hampshire Confession were used by various churches util the Confession of Faith
             adopted by the Southern Baptist Convention in 1925.)
             
          Confessions of Faith Used by Southern Baptists

Baptist Confession of Faith 1925: We believe that the Holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired, and is a perfect treasure of heavenly instruction; that it has God for its author, salvation for its end, and truth, without any mixture of error, for its matter; that it reveals the principles by which God will judge us; and therefore is, and will remain to the end of the world, the true center of Christian union, and the supreme standard by which all human conduct, creeds and religious opinions should be tried.

Baptist Confession of Faith 1963: The Holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired and is the record of God’s revelation of Himself to man. It is a perfect treasure of divine instruction. It has God for its author, salvation for its end, and truth, without any mixture of error, for its matter. It reveals the principles by which God judges us; and therefore is, and will remain to the end of the world, the true center of Christian union, and the supreme standard by which all human conduct, creeds, and religious opinions should be tried. The criterion by which the Bible is to be interpreted is Jesus Christ.

Baptist Confession of Faith 2000: The Holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired and is God’s revelation of Himself to man. It is a perfect treasure of divine instruction. It has God for its author, salvation for its end, and truth, without any mixture of error, for its matter. Therefore, all Scripture is totally true and trustworthy. It reveals the principles by which God judges us, and therefore is, and will remain to the end of the world, the true center of Christian union, and the supreme standard by which all human conduct, creeds, and religious opinions should be tried. All Scripture is a testimony to Christ, who is Himself the focus of divine revelation.

Philadelphia Confession of Faith 1742: Of the Holy Scriptures 1. The Holy Scripture is the only sufficient, certain, and infallible rule of all saving knowledge, faith, and obedience, although the light of nature, and the works of creation and providence do so far manifest the goodness, wisdom, and power of God, as to leave men inexcusable; yet are they not sufficient to give that knowledge of God and his will which is necessary unto salvation. Therefore it pleased the Lord at sundry times and in divers manners to reveal himself, and to declare that his will unto his church; and afterward for the better preserving and propagating of the truth, and for the more sure establishment and comfort of the church against the corruption of the flesh, and the malice of Satan, and of the world, to commit the same wholly unto writing; which maketh the Holy Scriptures to be most necessary, those former ways of God's revealing his will unto his people being now ceased. 

Charleston Confession of Faith 1767: The Holy Scripture is the only sufficient, certain, and infallible rule of all saving knowledge, faith, and obedience, although the light of nature and the works of creation and providence do so far manifest the goodness, wisdom, and power of God, as to leave men inexcusable; yet they are not sufficient to give that knowledge of God and His will, which is necessary unto salvation. Therefore it pleased the Lord at sundry times and in divers manners, to reveal Himself, and to declare that His will unto His Church; and afterward, for the better preserving and propagation of the truth, and for the more sure establishment and comfort of the Church against the corruption of the flesh, and the malice of Satan, and of the world, to commit the same wholly unto writing; which maketh the Holy Scriptures to be most necessary, those former ways of God's revealing His will unto His people being now ceased.

New Hampshire Confession of Faith 1833: We believe that the Holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired, and is a perfect treasure of heavenly instruction; that it has God for its author, salvation for its end, and truth without any mixture of error for its matter, that it reveals the principles by which God will judge us; and therefore is, and shall remain to the end of the world, the true center of Christian union , and the supreme standard by which all human conduct, creeds, and opinions should be tried.
